Documented responses to all questions submitted during the ‘NPMS Information Collection Changes for 2027 due dates’ webinar, which occurred on 7/29/2026.  We also captured additional clarity from this Q&A session in the Future Operator Standards Manual.  Send additional questions to NPMS@dot.gov. 
1. Is the annual report also changing?
a. The change discussed in this webinar is limited to the NPMS.  PHMSA will review and address overlapping reporting elements in the future.

2. If an operator acquires an asset during the reporting year and the acquired asset data does not meet the requirements for the 2027 NPMS submission (e.g., required attributes and/or spatial accuracy standards), is there a grace period for bringing the data into compliance before it must be reported?
a. For a gas transmission or LNG asset acquired during 2026, operators have until March 15th, 2027 to prepare compliant NPMS data.  For hazardous liquid or breakout tank assets, operators have until June 15th, 2027. Unknown and Predominant values are accepted where approved and noted in the Future Operator Standards Manual Appendix A.

3. Can we have updated NPMS file naming conventions included in the Operator Standards Manual? It dropped out some time in the last 5 or 6 years, and I find myself referring to a 2017 manual each year for that info.
a. With OSAVE we no longer require multiple files with certain file naming conventions that describe the file contents.

4. For clarification, if all data is Quality A=50', the operator can just default to A.   correct?
a. The Data Quality Requirement Category field (QUALITY_RQ) indicates if that pipeline segment is subject to the 50 foot (“A”) or 100 foot (“B”) requirement, not the actual positional accuracy of the segment.  The actual positional accuracy of a segment is reflected in the Data Quality Code (QUALITY_CD).  If all data meets the 50’ requirement, the QUALITY_RQ field should = A for all segments.  If all data has a positional accuracy of 50’, the QUALITY_CD field should = C, regardless of the QUALITY_RQ value.  If all data has a QUALITY_CD = A (within 5’), the QUALITY_RQ field should still reflect “A” or “B” based on the qualifying factors outlined in the Description of the QUALITY_RQ field.   

5. Given the attribute changes, are we expected to have (at least) REVIS_CD = B on every record, or will those changes be assumed as part of the transition?
a. Yes, in 2027/CY26 reporting every pipeline segment and LNG plant replacement will have a revision code that reflects an attribute change (REVIS_CD = B).  All pipeline segment and LNG plant additions will reflect the reason for the addition (REVIS_CD = C, J, E or Q).  Due to the required attribute changes, REVIS_CD = N is not possible on pipelines and LNG plants in 2027 or 2028.

6. For clarification, revision code C should apply only if mileage changes, but if a segment is replaced in place (cut outs, or replacements where pipe is cut out and removed and replaced within the same alignment), then does NPMS want that as an N or a B?
a. REVIS_CD = C reflects a newly constructed pipeline route, not a repair or in place replacement.  For the latter, please select the REVIS_CD that best reflects the changes in the data.  If there are no attribute changes necessary to meet all submission requirements (all attribute values are an exact match to the previously submitted segment), the REVIS_CD = N.  Note that attribute changes are required on every pipeline and LNG feature submitted for 2027 and 2028 due date, so REVIS_CD = B would be the only options if this scenario occurred during 2026 or 2027 operations. 

7. Can operators just submit class, HCA and MCA results as part of the Dyn-Seg information.
a. Operators with LRS will use dynamic segmentation methods to produce a shapefile or feature class that meets all NPMS submission requirements, including the class, HCA and MCA related attribute requirements.  The shapefile or feature class must be segmented as necessary to reflect all required attribute values.  The attribute field names, types and values must comply with Appendix A of the Future Operator Standards Manual.

8. How would you revision code a line that was discovered by an auditor?
a. If an auditor identifies a line that meets the NPMS submission requirements, but the operator omitted it from their last NPMS submission the operator would include that line in their next NPMS submittal with REVIS_CD = E.

9. Why are you now requiring such detailed information such as ILI_ABLE, joining methods, class, HCA, MCA?  This information is not helpful for the public to determine if a transmission line crosses their property.
a. The public is only one NPMS user class.  NPMS users also include over 12,000 registered government officials, emergency responders and pipeline inspectors and investigators.  These information collection changes are the result of pipeline safety audit findings and needs identified by pipeline inspectors and accident investigators.

10. If data is missing in required fields how should it be submitted? example coating, joining method
a. Operators must determine how to attribute their NPMS submittals.  Unknown and Predominant values are accepted where approved and noted in the Future Operator Standards Manual Appendix A. For example, the COATED field must = “Y” or “N”.  The PIPE_JOIN field accepts “U” (Unknown) and predominant reporting.

11. Operator_Standards_effCY26.pdf, Pg. 3 of Appendix A.1: Pipeline Attribute Table: For COMMODITY: EPL & EPG only acceptable when Pipeline Status Code is reported as "PB”.  For clarification, should this be listed as "PA" instead?
a. Yes, “PB” mentioned in the COMMODITY field description was a scrivener's error.  It’s since been corrected to match the STATUS_CD value.  Only a permanently abandoned (Status Code = “PA”) pipeline can reflect COMMODITY = “EPG” or “EPL”.

12. Will this recording be shared with the call participants?
a. Yes, details necessary to watch the webinar recording are now available on the NPMS website.

13. Is it right to interpret this as any of the new attributes that don't state "predominant" values should be used to define segmentation?
a. No.  Segmentation is necessary to indicate when any attribute value changes along the length of a pipeline route.  Where predominant values are accepted, segmentation is necessary to ensure at least 90% of the pipeline segment aligns with the reported attribute value.

14. Is the CNSTR_YEAR for LNG supposed to be when hazardous fluids were introduced into the LNG facility or when site construction initiated?
a. LNG Year Constructed (CNSTR_YEAR) identifies the year the LNG Plant was put in service (matches the “Date Put In Service” in Annual Report Part B).

15. For ILI Able Gas natural gas pipelines, does this include only pipelines that are currently being inspected?
a. The Inline Inspection Yes/No (INI_ABLE) field is required for all gas transmission and hazardous liquid pipelines, except those that are permanently abandoned.  Except for permanently abandoned lines, all pipelines in the NPMS can be inspected by PHMSA or state partners.

16. So we do not need to split lines by class or HCA/MCA but just indicate in the table what 90% of the PL is?
a. That is not correct.   You will segment gas transmission pipelines as necessary to reflect class locations, GAS HCAs and GAS MCAs.  The Predominant Class Location (CLASS) field will reflect the actual or the predominant class representing at least 90% of the segment.  The predominant option was added during the comment period to provide some tolerance to avoid short segments for isolated, small class location changes, but you may report actual values.

17. I understand we cannot submit a no-change submission in 2027, but should field REVIS_CD be N or B if our internal attributes have not changed for this first year?
a. In 2027/CY26 reporting every pipeline segment and LNG plant replacement will have a revision code that reflects an attribute change (REVIS_CD = B).  All pipeline segment and LNG plant additions will reflect the reason for the addition (REVIS_CD = C, J, E or Q).  Due to the required attribute changes, REVIS_CD = N is not possible on pipelines and LNG plants in 2027.

18. For the REVIS_CD option of "Q", how will this work for ownership changes but not OPID or Operator changes? It is still an acquired asset and new to the current operators submission but no change to the OPID.
a. PHMSA reporting requirements are completed by the operator, which may be different from the owner.  PHMSA does not collect owner information when different from operator information.  REVIS_CD = “Q” only applies to pipelines that are new additions to the NPMS for this OPID.  If the OPID of a pipeline has not changed, meaning the pipeline was included in the previous NPMS submission from this OPID, you cannot use a revision code that indicates the pipeline is a new addition for this OPID, for any reason (“C”, “J”, “E” or “Q”).  Use REVIS_CD = “B” or “N” to indicate if either spatial or attribute changes have occurred, or if no changes have occurred to the spatial segment or required NPMS attributes.

19. Would Flex-Steel pipe be included under Composite material or as Other with an explanation?
a. Flex-Steel should be reported as MATERIAL = “CM” (composite).

20. On ILI_ABLE, if only part of pipeline is ILI able with Robotic tools, do we segment that out as Y and the rest of the line as N, or must the entire pipeline route be Y or N?
a. The former.  If only part of a pipeline route is capable of accepting an inline inspection (ILI) tool with currently available technology, segment the line as necessary to accurately report which portion is capable (ILI_ABLE = “Y”), and which is not capable (ILI_ABLE = “N”).

21. Will the QUALITY CODE 50ft requirement apply to active retired lines/unfilled?
a. The Data Quality Requirement Category for 50 feet (QUALITY_RQ=”A”) applies to any pipeline with Status Code = active filled or active unfilled (STATUS_CD = “AF” or “AU”) that also meets any of the 50 foot category criteria.  See Appendix A in the Future Operator Standards Manual.

22. If there is a pipeline that is 60% Class 1 and 40% Class 2, but alternates in and out between Class 1 and 2 (smaller segments) throughout the entire pipeline .... will the pipeline need to segmented up to reflect the class changes?
a. Segment the pipeline route to accurately reflect the class locations, or to reflect lengths of pipe where at least 90% complies with the reported class location value.

23. For an operator who recently acquires a new plant or facility how can an operator access previous shape file submissions from the previous operator to ensure attributes and data are accurate and within the 50-100 ft thresholds?
a. Each operator must decide how to produce and segment their NPMS submission GIS data.  However, send an email to NPMS@dot.gov if you are the current operator of a pipeline facility and would like a copy of the GIS data submitted to the NPMS by the previous operator.

24. Is the Appendix B template applicable to all abandoned lines or just offshore/waterway ones?
a. The certification template in Appendix B applies only to abandoned pipeline facilities that are offshore or cross over, under or through a commercially navigable waterway, per 49 CFR 192.727(g) and 195.402(c)(10).

25. For the Class field. I assume that predominant means based on mileage and not segment count. Is this an accurate assumption, or is the thought behind predominant class different?
a. Correct.  The predominant reporting options (where applicable) are intended to minimize short segmentation for isolated changes along a pipeline route where that attribute is otherwise consistent.  The 90% threshold means at least 90% of that length of pipe (e.g. mileage) complies with the reported attribute value.  If using an LRS, ensure at least 90% of that attribute event complies with the reported value.

26. For the Accuracy column, Criteria #4 says has one or more buildings intended for human occupancy or identified site within its potential impact radius. Does this only apply to Gas Transmission line or are we expected to create PIR's for Gathering lines as well?
a. Only gas transmission lines.  The NPMS does not collect gas gathering lines.

27. If more than 90% of a submitted feature is Class 1 but a short portion is Class 2 or Class 3, may the feature be reported as predominant Class 1? If so, must that same feature still receive the 50-foot accuracy code because part of it is within Class 2, 3, or 4?
a. First question: Yes.
b. Second question:  No.  You can use the value assigned in the CLASS field, which may be a predominant value, to support the QUALITY_RQ attribute calculation. 

28. I missed the first half of this presentation, where can I find the recording?
a. https://usdot.zoomgov.com/rec/share/dteodv_hySKCsyrtfY998-mf9q0GacQHsF8awjZwj140oui989yOCjCLTF8DsnaR.o4hitpTfUY9QcR1K
b. Passcode: 7Hv.hkH^

29. For Transmission Pipelines, and Pipeline sections that are replaced in a CY year that are no longer Transmission, i.e. below 20% SMYS, and now Distribution, does NPMS want the information put into the Cover letter to ensure NPMS removes the pipe from the NPMS system?
a. Yes.  When a pipeline previously submitted under your OPID/Operator Name to the NPMS no longer meets the NPMS submission requirement you will omit the line from your next NPMS submission and describe the line and reason for removal during the OSAVE submission process (cover letter questions).

When a new data submission excludes a previously submitted pipeline NPMS staff will review the cover letter content to help validate the removal.  If you don’t describe the line and reason for removal during the OSAVE submission process NPMS staff may need to stop processing and contact you for additional information.

You have a few submission workflow options to remove lines from the NPMS depending on your scenario.  Each one will collect an explanation for removals:
i. The most common scenario is that part of a pipeline no longer meets the NPMS submission requirements.  In this case, you will exclude it from your next NPMS Full Replacement Submission. 
ii. If every pipeline previously submitted to the NPMS under your OPID and currently operated under your OPID is no longer subject to the NPMS submission requirements (e.g., all gas transmission downgraded to gas distribution), then a removal notification should be submitted through OSAVE in lieu of a traditional data submission.
iii. If the only change necessary to your previous NPMS submission is to remove an entire pipeline segment(s) that is(are) no longer subject to NPMS submission requirements, you can mark the pipeline segment(s) for removal using the option to submit edits via the OSAVE map viewer.

30. For the PIPE_JOIN requirement, will the calculated 90% PREDOMINANT value apply to submitted jurisdictional segments only or the entire route/line?
a. Only submit pipeline segments subject to the NPMS submission requirements in 49 CFR 191.29 and 195.64.  To apply the predominant reporting method, segment the submitted lines as necessary to ensure at least 90% of the submitted pipeline segment length complies with the reported attribute value (e.g., 90 miles of a 100 mile segment used a welded pipeline joining method, while the other 10 miles used a coupled joining method, the entire 100 mile segment in the NPMS submission may reflect PIPE_JOIN = “W”.  If using an LRS, ensure at least 90% of the submitted PIPE_JOIN event complies with the reported value.

31. If I understood correctly, we cannot submit a No Change for 2027(CY2026) even if nothing has changed, eg: material, pressure, size, etc.
a. Correct.  You must change your NPMS submittal by adding the new attributes.  No Change notifications will resume in years when no new attribute requirements are introduced.

32. Can we put Quality A = 50' for Class 1 areas even if they do not meet any of the 4 requirements as well, if we are confident that they are that accurate?
a. No.  The QUALITY_RQ field is intended to represent the applicable data quality requirement category for the segment, not the actual data quality category reflected by the data.  Many pipelines will have a QUALITY_RQ = “B” (100 feet) and a QUALITY_CD = “A” (less than 5 feet), “B” (5-25 feet) or “C” (25.01-50 feet).  It is also possible to have QUALITY_RQ = “A” and QUALITY_CD = “D” (50.1-100 feet) or “E” (greater than 100 feet).

33. Is the "predominately 90%" test performed independently for every submitted segment, or should it be evaluated across an entire pipeline route or engineering segment?
a. The former.  Where predominate reporting is accepted, at least 90% of each segment submitted would comply with the reported attribute value. 

34. What about operators with pipelines under 10 mile total with no changes to their system filing at all?  Will they have to all new NPMS filling.
a. Yes.  The NPMS submission requirement does not have a minimum mileage threshold.  Some OPIDs/Operators in the NPMS have less than one mile of pipe; they will comply with the same submission requirements as the OPID/Operator with 30,000 miles.

35. Can we have an empty database structure/schema report with all required attributes and domain values?
a. Yes.  Future templates are currently available at https://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov/PipelineOperatorFuture.aspx.
Current pipeline attribute templates are always available at https://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov/RequiredComponentsSummary.aspx.

36. After all the new segmentation of the lines all of the pline ids will be new is this a problem?
a. Please assign PLINE ID values that have a meaning to you in your system and prioritize consistency over uniqueness. They should be unique enough to support communication about a smaller section of pipe within a larger Subsystem or System.  However, due to the new NPMS LRS design and NPMS change detection tools, consistency year over year is more important than the values being truly unique for every original/dynseg submission segment that exists before we coalesce to create NPMS routes.  That said, we understand the new requirements may make consistency between CY25 and CY26 reporting more complicated.  We hope for some consistency in CY26 but it is not a firm requirement.

37. For Quality_CD/Quality_RQ what if we don't know for sure if a line is within 50' horizontal accuracy? For example, a line which we can't ILI. If segments of such lines fall in one of those 4 categories where we have to say its within 50' accuracy? Am I understanding this correctly, those have to be verified within 50'?
a. The Data Quality Requirement Category does not reflect the actual positional accuracy.  Use this field to report the applicable data quality category based on the description available in the Future Operator Standards Manual: A=50 feet or B=100 feet. 
The Data Quality Code reflects the actual positional accuracy reported as one of the following categories: A=less than 5 feet, B=5-25 feet, C=25.01-50 feet, D=50.01-100 feet, E=greater than 100 feet.  The operator must choose which category represents their pipeline positional accuracy.

38. Will the ILI able, class, hca, mca, and 710 align within a tolerance in terms of mileage to the annual report?
a. Due to mapping system and projection differences, the NPMS generally accepts a 5% mileage discrepancy with the Annual Report.
Any reference in the answers to the “Future Operator Standards Manual” refers to the version that will be effective 1/1/2027 at https://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov/Documents/Operator_Standards_effCY26.pdf.  During 2026 we will call this the Future Operator Standards Manual.  In 2027 it will be called the 2027 or CY26 Operator Standards Manual and it will be available in the default location for current NPMS Operator Standards at https://www.npms.phmsa.dot.gov/Documents/Operator_Standards.pdf.
